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Why Test 2nd
Graders?

In 1997, the
Washington State
Legislature passed
a law that re-
quired all second
graders to be
tested at the be-
ginning of the
school year and
the results re-
ported to parents.
Research shows
that second grade
is a crucial year
for children to become fluent and accu-

rate readers. By identifying students
who are below grade level at the be-
ginning of the year, teachers will be
able to design a plan for those stu-
dents and work as partners with par-
ents to help students become better
readers. Results may also be used by
schools to increase support for stu-
dents who score below standard.

What is Tested?

The Burlington-Edison School District
uses the Dynamic Indicators of Basic
Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) test to
assess the second grade students. The
DIBELS assessment is:

e A set of standardized, individually
administered measures of early liter-
acy development

e Short (one minute) fluency measures

¢ Used to regularly monitor the devel-
opment of reading and early reading
skills

How are the
Results
Reported?

Student scores are reported in
three sections:

1. Nonsense Word Fluency
2. Oral Reading Fluency
3. Retell Fluency

Scores are calculated to determine if the
student is reading at grade level. For stu-
dents who are not reading at the second
grade level an intervention plan is devel-
oped. This plan is shared with both the
student and parent.
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